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December 10, 2023 2nd Sunday of Advent

MASS SCHEDULE/INTENTIONS

Heavenly Father, heal my heart during this season of
Advent. Help me to love more fully. To forgive more

generously. To wait more patiently for Christmas,
embracing each day and hour knowing the joy that

awaits. In Your name I pray. Amen.
 Join us for Adoration Monday-Friday in the Chapel.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



6:30 P.M. GIRL SCOUTS USA, EH
6:30 P.M. CCE 2nd - 5th GRADE, EH, et al
7:30 P.M. PRAYER GROUP, CHPL

Tuesday Dec. 12 Adoration 9-12
10:30 A.M. SCRIPTURE SHARING, RA
1:30 P.M.  LEGION OF MARY (ENG), FC
6:00 P.M. BOY SCOUT TROOP 40, BH, RB
6:00 P.M. GIRL SCOUTS 122266, FC
7:00 P.M.   TUESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY, RC
7:30 P.M.  LEGION DE MARIA, RA
6:30 P.M. DANZA AZTECA
7:00 P.M. MASS FOR OUR LADY OF 
GUADALUPE/PROCESSION
8:00 P.M. RECEPTION/ROSARY

10:30 A.M. WEDNESDAY MORNING
BIBLE STUDY, RC
6:00 P.M. CONFESSION, CH
6:00 P.M. GIRL SCOUTS 122266, FC
7:00 P.M. SPANISH MASS, CH
Thursday Dec. 14  Adoration 9-6
6:00 P.M ADVENT PENANCE
SERVICE, CH
6:30 P.M. YOUTH MINISTRY FC, BR
7:00 P.M. RCIA, RB

Saturday Dec. 16

4:00 P.M. CONFESSION, CH

Sunday Dec. 17

DSF PROGRESS TRACKER

Calendar Online:
https://www.stroselima.org/calendar-1
Ch=Church      FC=Fellowship Center  RA/RB/RC=
Chpl=chapel   PH=Parish Hall            Admin bldg                                                              
WH=West Hall  EH=East Hall      Upstairs Rooms                      

FINANCIALS                                                                                                                              WORSHIP
Collections: week of november 19, 2023

t h i s  w e e k  i n  o u r  p a r i s h
Monday Dec. 11 Adoration 9-12 Wednesday Dec. 13 Adoration 9-12, 6-7

Friday Dec. 15 Adoration 9-12 
5:00 P.M. POSADA  FC, PH, WH, EH
6:30 ROSARY, CH

 10:30 A.M. BAPTISM 

PREP (SP), RB

10:30 A.M. CCE 2ND 

GRADE (SPANISH) - 

CHRISTMAS BREAK

1:15 P.M. HISPANIC 

COMMITTEE, RC

3:00 P.M. EDGE - FC, 

BRIDEROOM, PH

6:30 P.M. CONFIRMATION II

- FC, BRIDE ROOM, PH

6:30 P.M. LIFETEEN - FC,

BRIDEROOM, PH

Masses                                          $7, 361.26                  
Drop Off & Mail In                          $460.00
Online                                             $7,929.45
Weekly Total                             $15,750.71
Weekly Goal                             $24,185.58
Actual vs. Goal                    -($8,434.87)
Year to Date Total               $438,719.49
Year to Date Goal                $486,008.15
Actual vs. Goal                 -($47,288.66)

PARISH GOAL                          $105,000.00
TOTAL RECEIVED                      $99,717.00
LEFT TO RAISE                             $5,283.00
Special Collection Church Campaign for Human
Development: $2,054.60
Scan the QR code to set 
up online giving:   

 

        

Collections: week of november 26, 2023

Masses                                          $8, 073.06         
Drop Off & Mail In                       $1,707.00
Online                                            $7,546.25
Weekly Total                             $17,326.31
Weekly Goal                             $24,185.58
Actual vs. Goal                    -($6,859.27)
Year to Date Total               $456,045.80
Year to Date Goal                  $510,193.73
Actual vs. Goal                  -($54,147.93)

PARISH GOAL                           $105,000.00
TOTAL RECEIVED                    $100,343.00
 LEFT TO RAISE                             $4, 657.00
   
   Upcoming Collection:      December 12 - 
   Our Lady of Guadalupe - Regular Collection
   December 17 - DSF Collection

        ****Prayer list will return soon****

 

        

DSF PROGRESS TRACKER
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EUCHARISTIC MIRACLES
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Maranatha - “O Lord, come!”
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus, 

We have entered the second week of Advent. Even though we are preparing to celebrate

Christmas we are looking forward for the second coming of Jesus as he promised, before he

ascended into heaven. 

(1 Corinthians 16:1-24) - If anyone does not love the Lord, let him be accursed, Maranatha. 

Marana tha: an Aramaic expression, probably used in the early Christian liturgy. As understood

here (“O Lord, come!”), it is a prayer for the early return of Christ. If the Aramaic words are

divided differently (Maran atha, “Our Lord has come”). Indeed, Christ came and dwelt among

men.   But the word also had other meanings in the early church. It served as a reminder that

Jesus is coming again.  

Throughout the New Testament the second coming of Christ is a major theme and comforting

expectation of the church.  (1 Thessalonians 4:14-18) - The Lord who came will come again.  This

was the hope of the apostolic church, a blessed hope which we share today. Even after all these

years of praying for the return of the Lord why didn’t he come? 

St. Peter in his letter today gives us the answer. - The Lord does not delay his promise, as some

regard "delay," but he is patient with you, not wishing that any should perish but that all should

come to repentance (2 Peter 3 / 9).   

The main themes of this week’s readings are repentance, forgiveness and comfort. More than

any external preparations let us prepare ourselves internally to receive Jesus.  One of the best

ways of internal preparation is the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

On Thursday - December 14 at 6:30 p.m. we have the Advent Reconciliation Service at our

Church. We also have confessions on Wednesday, Thursday, and Saturday as usual. Let us

receive the forgiveness of God with a good examination of conscience, genuine repentance, and

sincere confession. Have a blessed Advent Season and a Merry Christmas. 

God bless you all,

Fr. John Samuel
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Ten Good Reasons to go to Mass  #9  We need ritual in our lives  
All of us have those daily rituals in our lives, even the very routine ones, that can set the stage
for how the day will play out.  Rituals are not the same as habits.  Rituals are not the same as
repetition.  Rituals involve movements that lend meaning to the moment, even to the day and
further.  All of us are on a spiritual journey.  All of life is a spiritual journey no matter how hard

we sometimes try to compartmentalize that which we call spiritual from the physical or
material.  Mass is a ritual. In the Mass, the prayers, the movements, the changing of the bread

and wine into the Body and Blood of Christ we continue to be formed as disciples of Jesus Christ
and members of the People of God.  Each and every time we come together for Mass we are being

nourished for the journeys of life.  But there is one very important point I must make.  Yes, the
Mass is ritual, but it is never routine.  If something becomes routine, it has become plain,

ordinary even to the point where we actually become unaware of what is happening.  May we
always remember that the “sameness” of the Mass is what actually molds us and shapes us as
the body of Christ.  The ritual of the Mass is at the very heart of all who embrace and love the

Catholic faith.  It is our food for the journey of our souls.
Sincerely, Deacon John

Congratulations to our Merry Market Raffle
Winners!

1st Place - Ticket # 5441 - Maria Acabal
2nd Place - Ticket # 2920 - R. Santiago

3rd Place - Ticket # 2958 - Maria Pacheco

PARISH LIFE
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ANNUAL pastoral report 2023
Dear St. Rose of Lima Parish,

Fr. Linh here, thrilled to share our 2023
journey with you. As we close this year, dive
into the report for a glimpse of our shared
celebrations, growth, and faith-filled
moments. Let’s cherish the achievements
we’ve made as a vibrant parish community.

Step into our parish, the front office extends
a warm embrace to you! We’re not just the
first faces you see—we’re beacons of joy, here
to make your journey with the Lord extra
special. Whether you’re taking small steps or
embarking on a healing journey, we are your
enthusiastic guides. As the Lord’s
messengers, we’re thrilled to connect you to
our lively ministry, where you’ll find belonging
and purpose.

Eight new individuals with diverse talents
have enthusiastically joined the Pastoral
Council, dedicated to fostering spiritual
growth and unity within our congregation.
The Finance Council welcomes five new
members with a wealth of financial
knowledge, ready to steward resources with
wisdom and expertise to support the mission
of our church.

The Office of Liturgy and Worship at St. Rose
is a beacon of spiritual vitality, orchestrating
some 600 uplifting liturgies annually, uniting
some 1400 worshippers each week. This
remarkable year saw transformative
milestones such as the reverent restoration
of the tabernacle to its original central
position in the sanctuary and the adornment
of the church with inspiring icons to
encourage prayerful reflection. Embracing
the spirit of the Eucharistic Revival, the office
dedicated over 1000 hours to adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament, infusing the parish  

with deep devotion. More than 100 dedicated
families generously give their time to serve
the Lord in various capacities.

For two decades, St. Rose’s Office of
Formation has inspired parish families and
fostered a deep appreciation for the beauty
of the Catholic faith. We promote vocations
through the Travelling Chalice initiative,
which encourages prayer for vocations in
school and among families. Our congregation
celebrates priest and deacon milestones and
inspires the next generation through outreach
to youth ministry and CCE classes.

The Office of Youth Ministry successfully
fosters spiritual growth for grades 6-12
through powerful conferences, formation,
service, prayer, and relational ministry. We
actively participate in events such as the
National Catholic Youth Conference and the
Archdiocesan Youth Conference, expanding
transformative experiences. Currently, 35
youth are preparing for Confirmation, 50 for
next year, our Catechetical Formation
program includes over 150 youth, and the
High School Youth Group is thriving, creating
a vibrant faith community.

In just a few months, our Music Ministry has
flourished from a solo act to a dynamic team
of 20 volunteers, enriching all five weekend
masses. Weekly rehearsals for English and
Spanish services have created a reverent
atmosphere, and we’re excited to launch an
after-school choir program this spring. The
Children’s Choir has doubled to 20 members,
showcasing our dedication to musical growth
and community harmony.

St. Rose of Lima welcomed eight new
members through the RCIA program. Four
dedicated catechists completed the program 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



ANNUAL pastoral report 2023
and received Baptism, Holy Communion and
Confirmation. Four candidates received First
Holy Communion and Confirmation, while these
new members are actively involved in ministries
such as ACTS, Bible Study, and Marriage
Preparation. Seven people are currently on
their RCIA journey and expect to receive the
sacraments at Easter 2024.

In 2023, the Marriage Preparation Ministry
celebrated a successful year of fostering love
and commitment, with 12 engaged couples
attending classes. With a mission to promote
sacramental marriage, nine couples chose to
have a Catholic wedding ceremony at St. Rose
of Lima. The dedicated team of six experienced
couples gave passionate presentations. 

Over the past year, the Communications
Department has transformed our
communications strategy by switching to Canva
to create visually stunning content for our
expanded 16-page bulletin. The bulletin now
highlights a variety of events, ECC activities,
and school happenings, showcasing the
incredible ministries led by dedicated
parishioners. Stay tuned for our upcoming
website launch. 

The Advancement Department in our parish is
thriving with enthusiasm and a strong sense of
community. The recent Thanksgiving Dinner was
a heartwarming success. The revival of our St.
Rose of Lima Merry Market has received
overwhelming support, paving the way for its
expansion and development in the coming
years. 

The Building and Maintenance Team celebrates
its first anniversary with significant
accomplishments. Thanks to the support of the
parish, major projects have improved parish
spaces. The Administration Building elevator is  

now operational, bringing joy after
restoration. The lower level of the Fellowship
Center has hot water, thanks to a new heater
installed just in time for winter. Our
meticulous repair of the East Hall kitchen roof,
involving the replacement of 42 feet of
flashing and torch-down material, ensures
lasting durability. Beyond infrastructure, we
prioritize safety and aesthetics by removing
dead leaves and trees from the ECC and
school grounds. 

In just one year, the Gabriel Project ministry at
our parish has transformed, growing from five
to fourteen volunteers. We assisted 21 women
in 2021, 43 in 2022, and have already helped
48 in 2023. With a grant secured from the
Diocesan St. Vincent de Paul Society, we
assisted three women with rent. Our
achievements reflect the compassion and
dedication of our growing community and
generous donors.

Over the past year, the Society of St. Vincent
de Paul has demonstrated an unwavering
commitment to serving the Houston
community. With nearly 50 dedicated
members/Vincentians from the St. Rose of
Lima Conference, the organization has been a
beacon of hope for those facing financial
hardship. Our dedicated team has distributed
more than 200,000 pounds of food, valued at
$500,000, to more than 6,200 families. In
addition, the Society provided critical
financial assistance, totaling approximately
$100,000, to nearly 160 families in need. 

Celebrating its forty-first year, the Early
Childhood Center at St. Rose of Lima Parish is
dedicated to nurturing the growth of young
minds. Serving 121 children ages six weeks to
three years in the 2023-2024 school year, the
ECC plays a pivotal role in shaping each child’s 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



spiritual journey within the Catholic
community. Through Christ-centered
activities, songs and prayers, the center instills
a sense of compassion, as two- and three-year-
olds actively participated in a food drive for
the St. Vincent De Paul Society.

St. Rose of Lima Catholic Elementary School is
celebrating a year of remarkable achievement
and growth, marked by a significant increase in
enrollment, reaching 485 students with a
comfortable capacity of 500 from
Prekindergarten-3 through eighth grade. The
school’s commitment to academic excellence
has earned it recognition as a S.T.R.E.A.M.
Synergy School, which recognizes excellence in
science, technology, religion, engineering, arts,
and mathematics. The School Advisory
Committee received the prestigious
Outstanding School Board Award in June 2023,
distinguishing St. Rose of Lima Catholic School
among seven esteemed institutions in the
Archdiocese. 
Celebrating accomplishments, but facing a
financial challenge. In the first five months of
the 2023-2024 fiscal year, 

While there have been many positives in the past, we

are now facing a major financial challenge. Although

we have reduced our expenses, the information below

clearly shows that they continue to outpace our

income. In his annual pastoral report, Fr. Linh asks, as
we enter this season of Advent, that we reflect on
how we all might be able to assist in overcoming this
challenge. - Deacon Ed

Year to date 5 Months:
                                              Total $456,045.80 
                                               Goal $510,193.73 
Yearly Actual vs Goal           - ($54,147.93) 

ANNUAL pastoral report 2023
O

ur
 L

ad
y of Guadalupe Celebration

Danza Azteca: 6:30pm
Mass/Procession: 7pm

Reception: 8pm 
East/West Hall

our congregation is experiencing a significant
deficit in the amount of -54,147.93. We are
grateful for every gift we receive, and we are
now asking for your help to address this issue.
Your contribution will ensure the continuity
of our positive impact and ensure our
financial stability. Your generosity, no matter
the amount, strengthens our parish
community. Thank you for your dedication,
faith and support in overcoming challenges
and maintaining our role as a beacon of light
and love in our community.

Sincerely yours,
Fr. Linh Nguyen

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



ST. ROSE ANNUAL GIVING TREE
Supporting St. Vincent de Paul and the Gabriel Project
As the Advent Season approaches, please consider participating
in this beautiful offering to assist those in need who live in 
our community.
Simply pick up a gift tag (or two!) to purchase a gift for an 
infant or child. Gift tags are available near the church entrance
between Nov. 18 – Dec. 9. 
Wrap your gift: for our St. Vincent de Paul (SVDP) children. Secure
the gift tag identifying the age and gender of the child who will
 receive your precious gift. These gifts will bring smiles to children in 
our community whose parents receive support through our SVDP 
program. Place your wrapped gift near the GIVING TREE.
DO NOT wrap your gift: for our Gabriel Project babies. Tags marked
for the Gabriel project will indicate a specific infant item that is needed
for the St. Rose Gabriel Project. Place your unwrapped gifts in the PACK ‘N PLAY near the
church stairwell. These gifts will be given to moms seeking our support for their
newborns.
Many thanks to our St. Rose Life Teen Ministry for gathering and distributing gifts to SVDP
and the Gabriel Project.  We are grateful for your enthusiasm in supporting this important
ministry.
The generosity and love demonstrated each year by the St. Rose community is a
blessing, especially to our brothers and sisters whom we are called to serve. Thank you
for your support of both SVDP and the Gabriel Project.

Are you interested in deepening your devotion to Jesus through honoring His Blessed Mother? That is
the holy mission of the Legion of Mary. Our activities include praying for the intentions of parishioners,
visiting the sick and the homebound, bringing comfort to the aged, praying the rosary, and instructing

children at the 10 a.m. Sunday Mass.
Active and auxiliary membership is open to all parishioners. To find out more, you’re invited to attend
one of our weekly meetings on Tuesday afternoons from 1:30-3:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Center. Or

call Rosa for more information at    713-480-9206. All are welcome.

St. Rose of Lima
Legion of Mary

Dedicated to
serving God

through prayer and
spiritual works of

mercy

¿Está interesado en profundizar su devoción a Jesús honrando a Su Santísima Madre? Esa es la
santa misión de la Legión de María. Nuestras actividades incluyen rezar por las intenciones de los

feligreses, visitar a los enfermos y a los confinados en casa, llevar consuelo a los ancianos, rezar el
rosario e instruir a los niños en la misa dominical de las 10 de la mañana.

La afiliación activa y auxiliar está abierta a todos los feligreses. Para obtener más información, le
invitamos a asistir a una de nuestras reuniones semanales los martes por la tarde de 7:30-9:00

p.m. en en la habitación a.
 

Santa Rosa de Lima
Legión de María

Dedicados a servir a
Dios a través de la
oración y obras de

misericordia
spirituales.

PARISH LIFE
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Ministry Spotlight - The Altar
Guild

The Altar Guild takes care of the
altar, promotes the spiritual

growth of its members and assists
the pastor as directed. They clean
the altar every week and sponsor
different fundraisers throughout
the year to pay for altar cloths,

candles, the bread and wine
consecrated at the Eucharist and

other needs. We are always
looking for new members, and any

woman, who is a member of the
parish, is invited to join the Altar

Guild.
Altar Guild meets on the first

Monday of each month
(September through May).

For more information, please
contact Susan Russell at

smrussell55@comcast.net.

parish life

The Marian Servants of the Incarnate Wisdom®
invite you to “Save the Date” for our annual

weekend retreat, to be held February 23-25, 2024
at Mother of Perpetual Help Retreat Center in

Houston. Our retreat theme is “Healing through
the Power of Jesus Christ”. Registration and more

information will be available in January 2024.
Questions or Comments?

Email: info@marianservantshouston.org

with the Hallow app
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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NEED SPIRITUAL DIRECTION?
If you would like more information or to sign
up, please contact:
Priscilla Phillips •
phillips.priscillac@gmail.com
Gina Waters •
gina@marianservantshouston.org

PARISH LIFE

ST. ROSE OF LIMA
 PROUDLY PRESENTS

O Holy Night
CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

CHRISTMAS EVE- DECEMBER 24 AT 3:30PM IN THE CHURCH
(BEFORE THE 4PM MASS)

Children's Christmas Choir
SING AT THE 4 :00 PM MASS ON

CHRISTMAS EVE

Looking for 2nd-8th
graders interested

in singing!
REHEARSAL:

LOCATION: THE
CHURCH

T H U R S . ,  D E C .  1 4  4 : 0 0 P M  -  5 : 0 0 P M
T U E S . ,  D E C .  1 9  4 : 0 0 P M  -  5 : 0 0 P M

T H U R S . ,  D E C .  2 1  4 : 0 0 P M  -  5 : 0 0 P M

Contact: Sophie Rodarte
(srodarte18@hotmail.com) to sign-up

The Thursday Club is a social group that gathers
to share fellowship and play cards and games.
All parishioners aged 50 and over are welcome
to join. The club meets on the 1st and 3rd
Thursdays of each month, sharing a covered pot
luck lunch on the 1st Thursday (bring your own
lunch on the 3rd Thursday). Next Meeting:
December 7 & 21 at 9am in the Parish Hall.
For more information, contact:
Mary Wisniewski   713.864.5925

 

THURSDAY CLUB

The ministry of Spiritual Direction was
formed to help people to grow in holiness
and gain freedom in Christ. Spiritual
Direction can help to identify God’s action
on a daily basis.

Pray for an increase of vocations to the
priesthood and religious life. Sign up sheet is
in the church or you can send an email to Fr.
John • frjohn@stroselima.org

TRAVELING CHALICE
Oren por un aumento a las vocaciones al
sacerdocio y a la vida religiosa. Las inscripción
para el Caliz está en la iglesia o puede enviar un
email al P. John •  frjohn@stroselima.org

CÁLIZ DE VIAJE

lAS POSADAS
Join St. Rose of Lima Parish for a celebration of

Las Posadas on Friday December 15th starting

at 5pm in the church. Followed by refreshments

and a rosary in the East and West Hall. 

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION?

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



SRL SCHOOL NEWS

ST. ROSE
SCHOOL

Mass Buddies from 3A helped PK4 A create handprint Advent wreaths

7th Grade visited the King Tut’s Tomb exhibit at the Houston Museum of Natural Science.They

were transported back to 1922 and traveled to Egypt’s fabled Valley of the Kings where they

accompanied a famed Egyptologist as he explored King Tut's tomb..

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



ADVERTISE
HERE

Promote your Business 
AND Support your Parish.

Joe Villanueva ~ 361-331-2050
jvillanueva@diocesan.com

Matthew D. Landry, APMA™, CFP® 
Financial Advisor

Bering Street Advisors
A private wealth advisory practice of  
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC

713.400.5000 
800 Bering Dr, Ste 105 
Houston, TX 77057 
matthew.landry@ampf.com  
ameripriseadvisors.com/ 
matthew.landry

Sound advice in uncertain times: call me.

Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC. 
© 2023 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.

 Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value

Diocesan is proud to be printing 

You are invited to help support our Parish! 

For opportunities to advertise, 
please call 800-633-1122 

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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hen

 you
 want something good visit a real Texas cafe!

AVAILABLE AT OR ALDECOACOFFEE.COM
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